Writing 150: Writing and Rhetoric

Winter 2015—Section 28
2011 JKB 
A student of English studies merely language and literature.

Language makes possible all civilization.  Literature reflects all human life—merely.
Instructor: 
Debbie Harrison



Email:
debbie.harrison54@gmail.com
Office:

4035 JFSB




Phone:
801-422-1394 (BYU)

Office Hours:
12:00-1:00   M W F    




          


Course Description
Writing 150 introduces students to college level writing, reading, and research—with an emphasis on critical thinking. It is specifically designed to teach essential rhetoric, writing, and thinking skills students will use throughout their undergraduate experience. These skills are vital because they allow students to become contributors in the academic community. My specific goal, as your instructor, is for each of you to gain confidence and ability in your thinking and writing—and to enhance and enliven your particular style of writing.

Learning Outcomes for this Course
· Use rhetoric responsibly to compose arguments in a variety of genres for specific audiences and purposes. Be able to apply these rhetorical skills effectively in both writing and speaking.
· Write coherent and unified texts which include the following: effective introductions, clear theses, supporting details, relevant transitions, strong conclusions. 
· Understand the process of writing (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing)—realizing that the best writing usually comes with rewriting
· Use style (diction, figurative language, tone, grammar, punctuation, spelling, mechanics), genre, conventions, and document design correctly and for rhetorical effect
· Navigate the library to locate primary and secondary sources, evaluate the appropriateness and credibility of those sources, and effectively incorporate and accurately document the outside sources in a research paper.
· Critically read different texts. This includes 
a. analyzing how a text functions in a specific situation, community, or public

b. analyzing the nuances of language (diction, figures of speech, tone, etc.)

c. identifying and evaluating the elements of an argument—claims, reasons, assumptions, and ethical, emotional, and logical appeals
· Hone editing skills to a fine degree: punctuation and sentence style
· Become confident in your ability to write clearly and effectively

· Embrace writing as a form of discovery

I will encourage and prod and pull each of you to these ends
Texts
· Man’s Search For Meaning   


Viktor Frankl
· Writing With Style (2nd or 3rd edition)  
John Trimble
· Readings for Intensive Writers (6th  ed.)   
Susan Morris   
· The Little Penguin Handbook (4th ed.)    
Lester Faigley
· Handouts from Focus: A Student Perspective
Lisa Johnson and Susan Morris editors
Course Requirements and Grading

There will be four major papers due in this course, one oral presentation, and a Writer’s Log. Quizzes can be expected at any time, especially if I don’t think you are prepared. Most class work and quizzes are worth 20 points each.



Personal Narrative



(3-4 pages)

 12%



Analysis of a Text



(3-4 pages)

 15%


Research Paper



(7-10 pages)

 35%



Oral Presentation on Research




   5%


Arguing a Claim About Values

(3-4 pages)

  13%



Writer’s Log







   8%



Final 
 







   4%



In-class Work







   8%

                        (assignments, quizzes, workshops, conferencing, library tests etc.)
Grading Scale

A   94-100

B+  87-89

C+  77-79

D+  67-69

E  0-59

A-  90-93

B    83-87  

C    73-77

D    63-67






B-   80-82 

C-   70-72

D-   60-62 

  
What is an A Paper?

In a university writing class, an A paper is more than writing devoid of mistakes. An A paper makes a direct impact on the reader. It is intelligent, perceptive, absorbing and stylistically mature. In an A paper the writer demonstrates genuine insight and careful control over the discourse at all levels (including editing). This grade denotes that the writer did more than just fulfill the assignment, but that the writer distinguished himself or herself in fulfilling the assignment.

A 
Exceptional (see the above description)

A-
Excellent (highly competent, well-crafted, carefully edited)

B+
Very Good (a competent paper, some nice moments)

B
Good (a sound paper, though not particularly interesting)

B-
Adequate (generally competent, though exhibiting some problems)

C
Weak

C-
Poor

D/F
Inadequate or failing








(Mary Lynn Cutler, BYU English Instructor)
Note:  An A paper must have great content and thought as well as show particularly careful attention to the details of punctuation, sentence style, and editing. Of course content is paramount, but a poorly edited paper decidedly affects the final grade.

 Course Policies

Attendance and Participation

I need you here to be able to teach you effectively, and you need to be here to be able to learn effectively. It is impossible to re-create discussions (the crux of this course) and impractical to re-teach carefully crafted lessons. I also need you here prepared and ready to discuss the topic of the day in a meaningful way.
I will allow 3 absences without penalty, but for every unexcused absence past 3, your overall grade will be reduced by 1%. If there are extenuating circumstances (bona fide extended illnesses, funerals, university-excused absences) please let me know in advance (email is best). I will pass around the roll at the beginning of class for you to initial; if you are late, it is your responsibility to sign the roll or I will mark you as absent. Missing more than 1/3 of a class (20 minutes) constitutes an absence. Missing a student/teacher conference constitutes as an absence, as well.

Workshops

We will be doing peer editing for each of the major papers in this class.  I have scheduled several in-class workshops, and you will be required to have a draft of your paper (3 copies of it) ready to hand to the other students in your workshop group the class before the Workshop Day (see course schedule).  This will give you time to carefully read and consider the papers of your peers before coming to class so that the class time might be better spent on comments and feedback.  Everyone will be expected to participate in the workshops, and I will check that your workshop draft is completed, and that your comments on the peer revision show time and thought.  This can be a valuable experience if approached with the right attitude: to teach others as well as to learn from them. 

Writer’s Log

Each of you will keep a Writer’s Log, written in three times a week for ten minutes. (Please see Writer’s Log handout). The two ways to become a better writer are to read more and to write more; the Writer’s Log helps with both of these endeavors.  It will be graded on effort and thought. I will collect these logs three times throughout the semester (see course schedule).
Late Assignments

All assignments are due at the beginning of class and are considered late after I’ve collected them. Late homework assignments turned in during class will receive half credit. Otherwise, late homework assignments will not be accepted after class. A major paper that is late will be docked 5 points for each day late and must be turned in by the next class period. If you cannot make it to class, have a classmate or friend turn in your work at class or put it in the box outside my office before class. 
Paper Format

All papers should be typed, double spaced, with one-inch margins. They should be in 
Times New Roman font in 12 point, and follow the MLA style conventions.  In the top left hand corner of the first page of each paper, type your name, my name, the class, and the date. All papers will be submitted in (specified) folders. 

Academic Honesty
In keeping with the principles of the BYU Honor Code, students are expected to be honest in all of their academic work. Academic honesty means, most fundamentally, that any work you present as your own must in fact be your own work and not that of another. Serious violations of this principle may result in a failing grade in the course and additional disciplinary action by the university.

Other Information
Preventing Sexual Harassment
Sexual discrimination or harassment (including student-to-student harassment) is prohibited both by the law and by Brigham Young University policy. If you feel you are being subjected to sexual discrimination or harassment, please bring your concerns to the professor. Alternatively, you may lodge a complaint with the Equal Employment Office (D-240 ASB) or with the Honor Code Office (4440)
Students with Disabilities

If you have a disability that may affect your performance in this course, you should get in touch with the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (1520 WSC). This office can evaluate your disability and assist the professor in arranging for reasonable accommodations.
What I Value in Writing
All teachers have certain things they value when they grade. Want to know the top things I look for? Well, here they are:

I look for depth of thought (critical thinking), a tight organization, a sense of flow from idea to idea and from paragraph to paragraph, your own voice coming off the page, and attention to the details of the paper (punctuation, formatting). When you pay attention to the details it tells me you care enough to do it all the best you can. 
And if the paper also happens to have a classy title, a compelling introduction, and a satisfying conclusion that takes me to a true destination on the topic at hand, well then, it is, indeed, a joy to read and a paper I am delighted to give an A to.
How I Respond to Writing
My goal is to help you become the best writer you can be in your own style of writing--to help your writing be as clear, clean, and compelling as possible. 
In order to accomplish this goal, I will respond to your writing in various ways:  in the texts or margins of your final drafts, in end notes on your final drafts, and during conferencing of drafts in my office.
Comments in the Margins:

I will often make comments in the text or margins of your final drafts—where you are doing things well, where I get lost, where you need a transition etc.—so you can see more clearly, from a reader’s point of view, what is working and what is not—and why.
I will also mark errors in punctuation and sentence style. But not every error. 

For both the writing as a whole and for your punctuation and mechanics, I will try to point out patterns and principles that would be wise for you to learn so you can better implement them in the next paper.

Writing is a process. And each paper is an opportunity to improve writing.  
Comments in the End Notes:

The end comment is the teaching moment. Its purpose is three-fold: 

1. To point out the strengths and weaknesses of the paper—teachers find both in every piece of

       writing

2. To help you think forward to the next writing task and how you can continue effective
strategies or work on less effective ones

3.  To evaluate your work by assigning it a grade

Conferencing: What It Is and Is Not

I conference about 15 minutes with each student on a draft of each major paper in this class. I do this outside of class in my office, and it is something I truly enjoy doing, I believe it is one of the most effective ways I can help each student become a better writer in his or her own style. Few things are better than one-on-one feedback of your own writing. 
However, it is important to understand what a conference is and is not.
Conferencing is a time for me to give you individual feedback on parts of your paper, helping you to see what works and what doesn’t—and why. It is a time for me to mention patterns of punctuation/language errors you should probably address before turning in the final copy. It is a time for us to work together to strengthen a thesis or topic sentence or explanation of a quote, etc.

Conferencing is not a time for me to make your essay into an A essay (in 10-15 minutes?)—but to point out ways you can polish and revise your paper to craft it into a better paper than it was before seeing me and implementing the suggestions. It is not a time for me to catch every error in your punctuation/language so that I am doing the thinking and work instead of you.

Coming to conferences does not guarantee an A paper—but it does give you a better possibility of polishing and revising your paper so that it is worthy of an A.

To this end, when you come to conference with me on each paper, I would like you to reflect on the following three questions in writing, and hand your reflection to me at the beginning of each conference:

1. What do you really like about the draft?

2. What are your concerns about the draft?

3. What would you like help with?

This reflection, and your conference copy draft, should also be turned in with your final copy along with the workshop copies from your peers in the class.

A Final Note:
You will also be doing informal writing both inside and outside of class: Writing Logs, assignments, rush writes during class. I call these informal because they don’t need to be polished (that is, revised and proofread). Sometimes I will comment on these writings, and sometimes I won’t. Often I may just put a check at the top indicating I have scored the writing. These activities are more for practice than evaluation, but do give them time and thought. Practice matters. Could you play a concerto if you had never practiced how to read music? Score a goal if you hadn’t practiced dribbling or kicking the ball? Run a marathon if you had never run a mile in your life? It’s the same idea with writing. Practice matters.  
