English Language 322 Syllabus—Winter 2015
Date

Discussion Topic





Assignments Due
Jan. 5

Introduction to Course:  What is Usage?


p. 6
Jan. 7

Overview of Coursework: Usage Resources,


p. 7-18






Exams, Oral Reports, Project




Ex. 1, 2


  


  




Tools of the Trade (*ER)
Jan. 9

History of Prescriptivism




The Ongoing Debate p. 23










Intolerable Intolerance (ER)

Jan. 12

Overview of Dictionaries




Ex. 3
Jan. 14

Attitudes Toward Change in the Language


Ex. 4










The Prescriptive Tradition (ER)











The Heart of the Matter (ER)
Jan. 16

Grammar vs. Usage: Registers of Language


(Begin work on Ex. 5 Chart)










Guidelines for Usage p. 31
Jan. 19

Holiday—No Class





Enjoy Life!
Jan. 21

Foundations in Educated Usage: Four Standards

p. 47-51; Ex. 6



of Usage, Shibboleths, Divided Usage


Ebbitt: p. iix-xv, Divided Usage
Jan. 23

Variation in Language





Ex. 5 (Turn in Chart)
Jan. 26

Varieties of English (Dialects)



Ebbitt: Dialects 
Jan. 28

Varieties of English





Varieties of English p. 52-56
Jan. 30
Varieties of English





Ebbitt: British English
                                                                                                                                    Foreign Words in English
Feb. 2
Language That Defines and Obscures:


Language that Defines/Obscures p.57
                        Slang, Jargon, Shoptalk, Gobbledygook,


Ebbitt: Slang, Jargon, Shoptalk

Doublespeak, Euphemism, Journalese


Gobbledygook, Doublespeak









Euphemism, Journalese

Feb. 4

Review for Language and Usage Exam


Ex. 7










p. 65 (Study Guide)










Truths of Grammatical Correctness  p.59 

Feb. 6

Exam #1: Language and Usage



Exam
*ER refers to Electronic Reserve and can be accessed either by going into Learning Suite or by going into the

  HBLL Library under Course Reserve (Password: HAR322)


Date

Discussion Topic





Assignments Due
Feb. 9

Sexist/Racist Language




Ebbitt: Sexist Language, He or She, 

                                                                                                                        Ms., Woman, Lady, Girl, Ethnic 











Labels, Agreement 2









Feb. 11
Sexist/Racist Language




How to Avoid Sexist Language p. 69










Indefinite Pronouns and they p. 71










Ex. 8
Feb. 13
Subject/Verb Agreement




Ex. 9


Collective Nouns


Feb. 16
Holiday—No Class





Enjoy Life!

Feb. 17 
Pronoun Case






Ex. 10, 11, 12, 13
(Tuesday)









Feb. 18
Pronoun Case—Who and Whom



Ex. 14, 15


Pronoun Reference and Agreement



Project Proposals Due (p. 13)




Feb. 20
Myself







Ex. 16, 17, 18, 19


Respect Form of Pronouns



One of those who…
Feb. 23
Subjunctive






Ex. 20, p. 99


That vs. Which
Feb. 25
Comparison of Adjectives and Adverbs


Ex. 21, 22, p. 100


Like, As
Feb. 27  
Passive Voice






Ex. 23, 24, 26


Flaunt, Flout; Intro to Lay, Lie

Mar. 2

Lay, Lie






Ex. 25, 27, 30, 32



Affect, Effect; A, An 
Mar. 4

Imply, Infer; Good, Well




Ex. 28, 29, 31, 33, 34, 35



Continuous, Continual; Disinterested, Uninterested
Mar. 6

Subject of a Gerund





Ex. 36, 37, 39, 40



Due to the Fact that



Adverbs and Style

Mar. 9

Review for Exam





Ex. 38
Mar. 11
Exam #2: Usage Items (First Half)



Exam #2—First Half

Mar. 13
Parallel Structure





Ex. 41, 43


Shifts

Date

Discussion Topic





Assignments Due

Mar. 16
Exam #2: Usage Items (Second Half)


Exam #2—Second Half


Make-up Exam in Testing Center  Mar. 17-20
Mar. 18
The Art of Punctuation




p. 147-154

Mar. 20
Dangling and Misplaced Modifiers



Ex. 42, 44, 45 
Mar. 23
The Art of Punctuation




Ex. 46, 47, 48
Mar. 25
Punctuation: Restrictive/Nonrestrictive Modifiers,

Ex. 50, 52, 54, 56


Marks of Enclosure, Apostrophes, Hyphens


Ebbitt: Diacritical Marks, Division 











Words, Italics

Mar. 27
Punctuation and Mechanics: Capitalization,


Ex. 51, 53, 55, 57, 58


Brackets, and Ellipses





Mar 30

Punctuation: Linking, Separating, Enclosing, Omission
Ex. 59, 60, 49
Apr. 1

Punctuation: Linking, Separating, Enclosing, Omission
Ex. 49
Apr. 3

Review for Exam #3: Sentence Style, Punctuation, Mechanics
Ex. 61, 62


Hand out Take-Home Exam
Apr. 6

Review for Exam #3: Sentence Style, Punctuation, Mechanics












Apr. 8

Exam #3: Sentence Style, Punctuation, Mechanics
Exam #3










Exercise Report Due (p. 201)

                                                                                                                       

 (due at beginning of class or lose 100 pts)
Apr. 10
Language and Usage: A Review



Take-home Exam Due
April 13
The State of Your Language




Course Projects Due


Commonly Confused Words
Final

ELang 322
Section 1 
(9:00 Class)

Monday     April 20  
11:00-2:00
                        ELang 322
Section 2 
(10:00 Class)

Tuesday     April 21
8:00-10:00 
All exercises are taken from Modern American Usage Exercises and are to be completed on the day listed.

Exercises that are bolded and underlined will count toward the final score on the Exercise Report Form (p. 201)
.
